Why Does St. Paul's have a laptop program?
St. Paul's has a tradition of being an academic
leader by providing opportunities that enable our
students to excel at the next level of academic
success. Our mission statement clearly calls on
us to prepare students for a “changing and
challenging future.” We believe that the
traditional lab approach cannot adequately
provide the technological access that our
students desire to meet their educational goals,
both current and future.

Why is St. Paul's focusing on technology instead
of a basic college prep curriculum?

St. Paul's believes that the computer applications
that laptops provide will reinforce our
curriculum, not change it. It is extremely
important to note that laptop technology allows
our curriculum to drive technology instead of
technology being the driving force behind our
curriculum. Current educational research also
suggests that widespread use of technology in the
classroom has a positive effect on student
achievement.

Will laptops ever become mandatory?
Beginning in 2008 all students in the class of
2012 and subsequent years will be required to
purchase School recommended laptops.

Are your teachers prepared for students to bring
this technology into their classrooms?

St. Paul's has a tradition of equipping its faculty
with the tools necessary to effectively teach
through the latest instructional modes as we
consistently evaluate our curriculum. Most
Upper and Middle School faculty members will
have the same laptops that the School will be
offering the students. In addition to software
applications, the School has put a considerable
amount of effort and funding towards updating
our network's infrastructure to meet the needs of
technology enhanced instruction.

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL SCHOOL LAPTOP PROGRAM
Frequently Asked Questions

Are we the only School doing this in the area?
There are many independent Schools that have
well-established laptop programs, including
several schools in New Orleans, one in Baton
Rouge, and Randolph School in Huntsville.

Tell me about laptop classes.

Currently, students may elect to take classes in
which all students have laptops. This allows the
teacher and the class to take full advantage of the
electronic resources available today. The basic
content of these courses remains the same, but
the instructional system is different from the
traditional model. All classes will be “laptop
classes” beginning with the class of 2012.

Do you understand just how expensive laptops
are and the burden that this places on a family
already paying tuition to attend St. Paul's?

Since we began thinking about a laptop program
in 1998, we have always considered the financial
burden on St. Paul’s families. It is our belief that
a laptop for every Upper School student
represents the best educational opportunity for
St. Paul’s students. In choosing a laptop we have
tried to balance educational value, reliability, and
price. As laptop prices have dropped from more
than $2000 to near $1000, we believe the
educational value of the laptop has exceeded its
cost.

Can students bring any laptop or does it have to
be one purchased through this program?
Beginning with the 2006-2007 academic year
students purchasing new laptops for use on
campus must purchase through the School
program. We believe that standardization will
benefit the students in the classroom and will
allow us to make repairs in a prompt manner.
Students who have purchased laptops in previous
years may continue to use them on campus until
the student graduates or the laptop needs to be
replaced.

How will the laptops be serviced if they break?

In the event of problems, students will bring the
laptops to the help desk where the technology
staff will provide assistance. If repairs cannot be
made within a few minutes the students will be
provided with a “loaner” until the repairs are
completed. We cannot guarantee students loaner
laptops under all situations, but our desire is for
students who participate in this program to have
a minimal amount of downtime. St. Paul’s is a
Warranty Service Center for IBM/Lenovo
ThinkPad and will provide service on site.
Students who own laptops from other
manufacturers should understand that we cannot
provide service on these laptops.

Will students without laptops be at a
disadvantage?

Current students who do not have laptops will
not be at any specific disadvantage; however, an
honest assessment must state that students with
laptops could be at an advantage since they will
have technology at their fingertips “anytime -
anywhere.” The intent of this program is not to
place anyone at a disadvantage; rather it is
intended to give students the advantages laptop
usage may provide. Of course this issue will go
away beginning with the class of 2012.

Where will students keep their laptops during the
day?

First and foremost, all students with laptops
must understand that these are very important
and expensive machines and responsibility for
them rests with the owner. Students must never
leave their laptop unattended. Policies regarding
laptops and book bags have been clearly
delineated in the Student-Parent Handbook

Which software is included in this package?

SPS participates in Microsoft's software campus
agreement program. For an annual fee, students
may have Windows XP Professional, Office 2007

Professional, Publisher 2002, FrontPage 2002,
McAffee Anti-Virus and Windows Defender
installed on their laptop. The annual fee entitles
the student to any upgrades that may be released
by Microsoft. When a laptop student leaves SPS,
they leave with the version currently loaded on
their laptop. Media may be purchased from
Microsoft for an additional fee.

Do we have to keep buying books?

Yes. While some textbooks are available on CDs,
at this point St. Paul's has no overall plan to
begin to use CDs instead of textbooks. However,
some laptop classes have begun to use CD-based
texts and materials and report enthusiastically on
their use.

If all I think my student can use this laptop for is
to take notes then why should I buy one?

The School believes that the Eossibﬂities are



